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directions of the designated official in
responding to the legal process.

(2) For the purposes of this part, the
Director, Navy Family Allowance Ac-
tivity, Cleveland, Ohio, will function as
the commanding officer with regard to
retired Navy military personnel and
members of the Fleet Reserve.

(c) Legal services. The Judge Advocate
General is responsible for the following
functions pertaining to legal process
within the purview of this part:

(1) Providing overall technical direc-
tion and guidance, as required, for all
Department of the Navy military and
civilian attorneys engaged in reviewing
such process or advising on its disposi-
tion.

(2) Ensuring, as Director, Naval
Legal Sevice, the availability of attor-
neys in Naval Legal Service Offices
who are qualified to advise and assist
the designated officials concerning the
disposition of legal process, and

(3) Where required, ensuring effective
liaison with the Department of Justice
or United States Attorneys.

§ 734.5 Administrative procedures.
The designated officials specified in

§ 734.3, shall, in consultation with the
Judge Advocate General and Com-
mander, Navy Accounting and Finance
Center or the Commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps (FD), as appropriate, estab-
lish procedures for effectively execut-
ing their assigned responsibilities. Im-
plementing procedures shall conform
with 42 U.S.C., 659, as amended, the
Marine Corps manual, the Navy Comp-
troller Manual, and the Federal Per-
sonnel Manual.
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§ 735.1 Purpose.
To promulgate latest guidance on re-

porting births and deaths, including

births to which part 138 of this title is
applicable.

§ 735.2 Background.
For Armed Forces members and their

dependents on duty overseas, registra-
tion of vital statistics with an appro-
priate foreign government may be a
distinct advantage should documentary
evidence, acceptable in all courts, be
required at any future time. Depart-
ment of Defense (DOD) policy is that
military services will require their
members to make official record of
births, deaths, marriages, etc., with
local civil authorities in whose juris-
diction such events occur.

§ 735.3 Action.
When a medical officer has knowl-

edge of a birth or death occurring
under the following conditions, he or
she shall refer the matter to the com-
manding officer for assurance of com-
pliance with DOD policy.

(a) Births. (1) In accordance with
local health laws and regulations, the
commanding officer of a naval hospital
in the United States (U.S.) shall report
to proper civil authorities all births,
including stillbirths, occurring at the
hospital. Medical officers on ships and
aircraft operating within U.S. political
boundaries, or at stations other than
naval hospitals in the U.S., shall report
all births occurring within their profes-
sional cognizance. It shall be the duty
of the medical officer to determine the
requirements of local civil authorities
for these reports.

(2) When births occur on aircraft or
ships operating beyond U.S. political
boundaries, the medical officer respon-
sible for delivery shall make a report
to the commanding officer, master of
the ship, or to the officer in command
of any aircraft, in every case to be re-
corded in the ship or aircraft log. A re-
port shall also be made to local civil
authorities in the first port of entry if
required by law and regulation of such
authorities when births occur on a
course inbound to the U.S. Addition-
ally, the medical officer shall:

(i) Furnish the parents with appro-
priate certificates and shall, if the re-
port is not accepted by the local reg-
istrar of vital statistics or other civil
authority, or in any case in which local
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